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Visit of the delegation of the European Parliament to Minsk: direct and open
dialogue on challenging issues

Minsk, 19 July 2017. A delegation of five Members of the European Parliament visited Minsk on
July 18-19, 2017. This was the second official visit of the European Parliament headed by Mr
Bogdan Zdrojewski (Poland/European People’s Party), Chair of the Delegation for relations with
Belarus. The delegation included Members from Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Germany,
representing four political groups of the European Parliament.

During an intensive two-day programme, the Members of the European Parliament met high-level
representatives of the Government and the Parliament of the Republic of Belarus. They discussed
the key issues in bilateral relations between the EU and Belarus with the Foreign Minister, Mr
Uladzimir Makey, and exchanged views on the reform of higher education and the implementation
of Bologna process with First Deputy Education Minister, Mr Vadzim Bohush. During the
meeting with key Members of the Parliament of Belarus, the EP delegation noted the remaining
challenges for establishing cooperation with the European Parliament and the Euronest
Parliamentary Assembly. In this context, the delegation stressed the importance of electoral
reforms needed to ensure that the people of Belarus can make their democratic choice in free and
fair elections. The importance of reforms in view of upcoming local elections was further
reiterated in the meeting with the Secretary of the Central Electoral Commission, Ms Alena
Dmukhayla.

The delegation also met with the representatives of the main opposition parties and the civil
society. The Members heard their assessment of the situation in Belarus and discussed the
obstacles and restrictions they faced in their activities. The discussion with experts of leading
think tanks was an opportunity to consider the state of EU-Belarus relations and possible future
developments. The European parliamentarians also met with the organisers and participants of the
EU-funded project “MOST”, which supports people-to-people contacts between Belarus and the
EU.

The visit was a continuation of EU’s policy of critical engagement with Belarus, which aims to
encourage further cooperation and progress regarding human rights, democracy and open society
through dialogue. In all meetings, MEPs highlighted Parliament's resolution of 6 April 2017
condemning the crackdown on peaceful protesters in February and March.

Following the meetings, Mr Zdrojewski stated: “Maintaining direct channels of communication
with authorities of Belarus, including on issues where our positions differ, is crucial in developing
further EU-Belarus relations. We noted the recent positive developments in certain sectors of co-
operation, but also discussed the remaining significant challenges. The European Parliament
intends to continue its engagement with Belarus and support for the Belarusian people.”
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